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SUB J : PROPOSED COLOMBIA.COSTA RICAN CANAL TRANSIT 
BENEFITS 

1. IN A FEATURED FRONT-PAGE MARCH 26 ANALYSIS, LA ESTRELLA 
DE PANAMA HAS CONCLUDED THAT "THE BENEFITS WHICH PANAMA 
PROPOSES TO GRANT COLOMBIA AND COSTA RICA ONCE IT ACQUIRES 
THE CANAL ARE IDENTICAL TO THE 'RIGHTS' WHICH THE U.S. 

GRANTED COLOMBIA IN 1914 UNDER THE URRUTIA-THOMSON TREATY." 

LA ESTRELLA PRINTED POINT-BY-POINT COMPARISONS OF 
URRUTIA-THOMSON AND JOINT DECLARATION LANGUAGE TO SUPPORT ITS 
CONCLUSION. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO AMOUNTS INVOLVED, THE PAPER CITED 
STATISTICS, ATTRIBUTED TO PANCANAL, INDICATING THAT IN FY 75, 

16 COLOMBIAN VESSELS TRANSITED THE CANAL WITH 
URRUTIA-THOMSON BENEFITS. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLES, HAD 
THESE SHIPS PAID NORMAL TOLLS THE COST WOULD HAVE BEEN $14,493.56. 
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ONLY ONE COSTA RICAN FLAG VESSEL TRANSITED THE 
WATERWAY IN FY 74. THE ARTICLE ALSO EXPLAINED PANCANAL 
TON SYSTEM OF LEVYING TOLLS AND OBSERVED THAT PERSONS 
ON BOARD VESSELS DO NOT PAY TRANSIT FEE, ALTHOUGH PASSENGER 
SHIPS THEMSELVES DO. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH ARTICLE MAY BE MERELY GOOD 
FOLLOW UP REPORTING, IMPRESSIONS IT LEAVES IS THAT 
PANAMA'S PROPOSED "CONCESSIONS" DO NOT AMOUNT TO MUCH IN 
TERMS OF LOST CANAL REVENUES. THIS MESSAGE, WHETHER OR 
NOT INSPIRED BY GOP, MAY HELP FORESTALL CRITICISM THAT 
GOP "GAVE AWAY" MORE THAN NECESSARY. 

JORDEN 
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